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Unit B3 - Lesson 1: John Points to Jesus

Lesson Prayer

Gracious Father, you ask us to prepare the way for Christ in our lives
in the same way that John prepared the way for Jesus. Help us to
put aside those things that distract us from your mission so that we
might focus on sharing the good news of Christ. Thank you for using
us as your instruments of grace in the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

First Lesson: John 1:19-34

YThis is the testimony of John [the baptizer], when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 2°He
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
2And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am
not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”

2280 they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way
of the LORD, as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 2They asked him,
“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah,
nor the Prophet?” 2°John answered them, “I baptize with water, but
among you stands one you do not know, 2even he who comes after
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 2*These
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold,
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 3°This is he of
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because
he was before me.’ 3'I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I
came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like
a dove, and it remained on him. 331 myself did not know him, but he
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.” 3#And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son
of God.”

Second Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-5

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity
is pardoned, that she has received from the LorD’s hand double for
all her sins.

3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LOrRD; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. “Every valley shall be
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5And the
glory of the LorD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LorD has spoken.”
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