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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Almighty Lord, there are many in this world who seek to have power 
over others and who do not respect that you are creator and ruler of 
all. Grant us grace to humbly submit to your power and yours alone, 
that we would follow your will and seek your ways. Thank you for 
your care and protection in our lives for without you, we would be 
lost and alone. We pray this in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 9:13-26 
After God had already sent several plagues upon Egypt:
13Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and 
present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, 
the God of the Hebrews: 

‘“Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14For this time I will send 
all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, 
so that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15For 
by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people 
with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 16But 
for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that 
my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 17You are still exalting 
yourself against my people and will not let them go. 18Behold, about 
this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never 
has been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 
19‘“Now therefore send, get your livestock and all that you have in the 
field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and 
is not brought home will die when the hail falls on them.”’” 

20Then whoever feared the word of the Lord among the servants of 
Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21but 
whoever did not pay attention to the word of the Lord left his slaves 
and his livestock in the field. 
22Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward 

heaven, so that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man and 
beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 
23Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord 
sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the Lord 
rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24There was hail and fire flashing 
continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had 
never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 
25The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land 
of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant 
of the field and broke every tree of the field. 26Only in the land of 
Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. 

Second Reading: Romans 9:14-24 
14What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no 
means! 15For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
16So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who 
has mercy. 17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose 
I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my 
name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18So then he has mercy 
on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 
19You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can 
resist his will?” 20But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? 
Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like 
this?” 21Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same 
lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 
22What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his 
power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared 
for destruction, 23in order to make known the riches of his glory 
for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory — 
24even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from 
the Gentiles?
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