) The Seed of God’s Word (%3

Unit B1- Lesson 4: The Pharaoh’s Dreams

Lesson Prayer

Holy God, you are the source of all strength in our lives. Without
you we are weak and tend to give up easily. Grant us the courage and
strength you gave to Joseph, that we might endure hardships and
trials with your grace. We thank you for always being with us. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: Genesis 41:15-43

5And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no
one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you
hear a dream you can interpret it.” **Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is
not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”

7Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, in my dream I was standing
on the banks of the Nile. ®Seven cows, plump and attractive, came
up out of the Nile and fed in the reed grass. *Seven other cows came
up after them, poor and very ugly and thin, such as I had never seen
in all the land of Egypt. 2°And the thin, ugly cows ate up the first
seven plump cows, 2’but when they had eaten them no one would
have known that they had eaten them, for they were still as ugly as
at the beginning. Then I awoke. 22T also saw in my dream seven ears
growing on one stalk, full and good. 23Seven ears, withered, thin, and
blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them, 24and the thin ears
swallowed up the seven good ears. And I told it to the magicians, but
there was no one who could explain it to me.”

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one;
God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 2°The seven
good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years;
the dreams are one. 2’The seven lean and ugly cows that came up
after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the
east wind are also seven years of famine. 21t is as I told Pharaoh;
God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 2There will come
seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, 3°but
after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty

will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the
land, 3'and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the
famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. 32And the doubling
of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and God
will shortly bring it about.

33“Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and
set him over the land of Egypt. 3¢Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint
overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land
of Egypt during the seven plentiful years. 35And let them gather

all the food of these good years that are coming and store up grain
under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them
keep it. 3°That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven
years of famine that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land
may not perish through the famine.”

37This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 33And Pharaoh
said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is the
Spirit of God?” 39Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown
you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. “°You
shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as
you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.”
#1And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of
Egypt.” #2Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it
on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine linen and put
a gold chain about his neck. 43And he made him ride in his second
chariot. And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set
him over all the land of Egypt.

Second Lesson: Acts 2:17-18

7In the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my
Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams; *even on my male servants and female servants in those
days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
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