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Unit B1 - Lesson 3: A Promised Child

Lesson Prayer

Faithful God, you promised Abraham and Sarah a child of their own
that would that make their offspring into many nations. Thank you
for always making a way for your people when there seems to be no
way. Help us to believe that your promises are trustworthy and true
and on you we can depend. We pray this through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-15

'And the LorD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at
the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When
he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed
himself to the earth 3and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your
sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and
wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, Swhile I bring a
morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you
may pass on — since you have come to your servant.” So they said,
“Do as you have said.”

°And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick!
Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham
ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a
young man, who prepared it quickly. ®*Then he took curds and milk
and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he
stood by them under the tree while they ate.

9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is
in the tent.” 1°The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this
time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah
was listening at the tent door behind him. *Now Abraham and Sarah

were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with

Sarah. 2So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out,
and my LORD is old, shall I have pleasure?”

13The Lorbp said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall

I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 4Is anything too hard for
the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time
next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” *But Sarah denied it, saying,
“I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”

Second Reading: Galatians 3:7-9,16-22

7Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.
8And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you
shall all the nations be blessed.” °So then, those who are of faith are
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

1“Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It
does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to
one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. “This is what I mean:
the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. **For if
the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but
God gave it to Abraham by a promise.

YWhy then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until
the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made,
and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary. °Now an
intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.

21T the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For
if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would
indeed be by the law. 22But the Scripture imprisoned everything
under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given
to those who believe.
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