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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Loving God, you bring the mighty down from their thrones and lift 
up the humble. Forgive us, Lord, when we neglect to have a servant’s 
heart. Thank you for sending us your Son to serve us and to give his 
life as a ransom. In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen. 

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 8:4-22, 9:15-17
4All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah 5and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not 
walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the 
nations.” 6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a 
king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 
7And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all 
that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me from being king over them. 8According to all the deeds 
that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt 
even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they 
are also doing to you. 9Now then, obey their voice; only you shall 
solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall 
reign over them.” 
10So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were 
asking for a king from him. 11He said, “These will be the ways of the 
king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint 
them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his 
chariots. 12And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands 
and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap 
his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of 
his chariots. 13He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks 
and bakers. 14He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and 
olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15He will take the tenth 
of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to 
his servants. 16He will take your male servants and female servants 

and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them to 
his work. 17He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his 
slaves. 18And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom 
you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in 
that day.” 
19But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, 
“No! But there shall be a king over us, 20that we also may be like all 
the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and 
fight our battles.” 21And when Samuel had heard all the words of the 
people, he repeated them in the ears of the Lord. 22And the Lord 
said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and make them a king.” ...
15The Lord had revealed to Samuel: 16“Tomorrow about this time 
I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall 
anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my 
people from the hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, 
because their cry has come to me.” 17When Samuel saw Saul, the 
Lord told him, “Here is the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who 
shall restrain my people.”

Second Lesson: Mark 10:42-45
42Jesus called the disciples to him and said to them, “You know that 
those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But it shall not be so 
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 
servant, 44and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 
45For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.”
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