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Unit C4: Lesson 6 - Youth Study	 Justified by Faith

Lesson 6: Justification

Where in the Bible?
The letters comprise 
most of the second half 
of the New Testament.

The New Testament: Churches
The first Apostles sent letters to believers in various 
towns and regions. The majority of these letters were 
written by the Apostle Paul to congregations he helped 
get started. Eventually, these writings were collected 
and became part of the New Testament.

Biblical Background
Paul’s letter to the Romans is one where we find 
an emphasis on theological instruction. Since Paul 
himself had not been to Rome, he wanted to be sure 
that the Roman Christians had a solid understanding 
of who Jesus was and what Jesus has done for us.

In the Book of Romans, Paul described the problem 
of human sin, of which we are all guilty. Paul knew 
that none of us is without sin, and that we are all 
accountable to God. But Paul also knew that God has 
given us the promise of forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 
God makes us right by giving us faith in Jesus!

Introduction
Throughout his travels, Paul wrote letters to the 
churches that he had founded to keep in touch with 
believers and encourage them in their faith. He also 
sent letters to places where he intended to go. One letter 
he wrote to was to the people of the capital city, Rome.

Read: Romans 3:10-28
On reading these verses, what are some of your initial 
impressions and questions? What stands out to you?

When in Time?
The many letters collected in the New Testament were written over the decades following Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Since there are no actual dates of authorship listed within the Bible itself, scholars must 
make inferences based on internal references and external historical data. The timeline shows what some 
scholars believe is the order in which they were written. 

30 A.D. 50 A.D. 70 A.D.

Jesus’ Death
& Resurrection

1 Thessalonians

90 A.D. 110 A.D.

Galatians

40 A.D. 60 A.D. 80 A.D. 100 A.D.

1 & 2 Corinthians

Romans

1 & 2 Peter ? 

1-2-3 John ? Hebrews ? James ?

Philippians
& Philemon
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Discuss: Romans 3:10-28
1.	 Many of Paul’s letters were written to places he had 

already visited. Given the fact that Paul had not yet 
been to Rome, how do you think this affected his 
tone and the subject matter he wrote about? 

2.	Read Paul’s opening words in this letter from 
Romans 1:1-7. Who is at the center of Paul’s 
message? What are the main things Paul wanted to 
say about him?

3.	 In Romans 3:10-18, Paul is quoting the Old 
Testament, including Psalm 14:1-3 and Psalm 53:1-
4. From these verses, do you get the impression that 
people come into the world in a “neutral” state? 
What is true of all human beings?

4.	Paul is speaking to a common assumption that if we 
just try hard, do good, and follow the rules, we can 
make ourselves right in the eyes of God. What did 
God really want to teach us by giving us the law?

5.	 Martin Luther said he had always thought “the 
righteousness of God” was a quality that God 
possessed — something God is. He later came to 
understand God’s righteousness as something God 
does — something he gives to us. How are these two 
concepts different?

6.	To be justified means to be “made right” before God. 
So what does it mean to say that we are “justified by 
his grace as a gift”? How did God make this happen? 
What did Jesus do for us?

7.	 As Christians, does our faith allow to brag about 
how much better we are than other people? Why or 
why not?

8.	Read Romans 5:1-11. According to these verses, 
what is the result or consequence of being made 
right with God by faith? How does this make a 
genuine and meaningful difference in our life?

Where in the World?
The area in orange on the map shows 
the lands around the Mediterranean 
Sea controlled by the Roman Empire 
at the time of the New Testament. 

a)	 Label the capital city of Rome 
(marked by a star). Then label the 
large body of water in the center 
the Mediterranean Sea.

b)	 The Mediterranean Sea is bordered 
by these three continents:

	 1) __________  2) __________

	      and 3) _____________ AFRICA

EUROPE

ASIA




