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Lesson 4: Confidence

Where in the Bible?

The Gospel of John is

the fourth book of the
New Testament.

Old Testament

New Testament |

The New Testament: Miracles

Throughout his ministry among the people, Jesus
demonstrated the active power of God by performing
miracles and signs, such as healing the sick, casting
out demons, commanding the elements, and raising
the dead to life.

Biblical Background
Introduction Throughout the Gospels, Jesus is shown to have divine
oductio mastery over the forces of darkness — including sin,
Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, had died. death, and the power of the devil. This is reason he
When Jesus arrived a few days later, he comforted came into the world, “that through death he might

the sisters in their grief. But then he went to the tomb destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
where Lazarus was buried, and he did something quite  devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death

unexpected! Jesus proved that he is the Resurrection were subject to lifelong slavery” (Hebrews 2:14-15).

ife!
and the Life! Like Lazarus, as sinful human beings in a fallen world,

Read: John 11:17-44 we know that our time on earth is short. But we trust
and believe that even though “the wages of sin is death
... the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Romans 6:23)!

On reading these verses, what are some of your initial
impressions and questions? What stands out to you?

Differences in the Gospels

Those familiar with the four biblical Gospels know that
the books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are written with
the same basic order, format and content. Since these
books share a similar perspective, they are referred to as
the Synoptic Gospels (the Greek words syn+optic mean
to “see together”).

The Gospel of John does not always follow the same
order as the Synoptic Gospels, but uses more of a “case
study” approach to the narrative. John emphasizes

the encounters Jesus had with various individuals.
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Discuss: John11:17-44

1.

How long had Lazarus been in the tomb when Jesus
arrived to visit him and his sisters? What did Mar-
tha say to him about this? Do you think she said this
in a confident or accusing way?

. What did Martha mean when she said, “I know that

[Lazarus] will rise again in the resurrection on the
last day”? Do you believe that all the dead will rise
in the end, and you will see your loved ones again?

. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life”

(v. 25). Why does Jesus want us to focus our faith on
him rather than on the circumstances we are facing?

. What was the first thing Mary said when Jesus came

to her? Do you think she said this in a confident or
accusing way? How was Mary’s response different
from Martha’s?

Where in the World?

We first met Mary and Martha in our story a couple
weeks ago. The Bible says they lived in the town of
Bethany, with their brother Lazarus. This town was not
far from the capital city of Jerusalem.

1.

Can you remember where the town of Bethany is
located? Which town isit? OA OB OC

. Can you correctly label the three regions on the map?

Write the names of Judea, Galilee, and Samaria
on the proper three lines on the map.

Do you imagine that news of Jesus’ miracle in raising
Lazarus would have spread to Jerusalem? How do you
think the people there would have responded?

We will find out if you are right in our next lesson.

[0}

. How did Jesus react when he saw Mary crying?
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Why? Did anyone else notice his response?

. When Jesus went to the tomb, Martha didn’t want

to remove the stone. Why not? Did she stop Jesus
from opening the tomb?

. What did Jesus do when he went to the tomb? How

does this story show that the Word of God has the
power to give life? In what way does God’s Word
give us eternal life?

. Read Romans 6:11-14. Is there anything a living

person can do to make themselves dead? On the
other hand, is there anything a dead person can do
to make themselves alive? How does this describe
our sin as well as our need for a Savior?
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